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CHAIR MOLINA: .. . (gavel)... The Governance, Ethics, and Transparency Committee
meeting for Tuesday July 2, 2019 is now in session. It is exactly nine o’clock. Good
morning, Members. Let’s go down the line and introduce ourselves. We’ll start first
with our Member from Hana. Good morning, Mr. Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Aloha and good morning, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Good morning. Madam Chair.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Aloha, good morning.

CHAIR MOLINA: Good morning. Thank you. And we have our illustrious Wailuku
Councilmember, Member Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Our linguist.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay, since you put it that way, good morning in Serbia is dobro
jutro. You want to say that? Dobro...

CHAIR MOLINA: Dobro...

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: You have to roll the R’s.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Dobro jutro.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, everybody, dobro jutro. All right. Something like that, right?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay, close enough. All right, thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you, Member Lee. And our wonderful Committee Vice-Chair,
Ms. Rawlins-Fernandez, good morning.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Aloha kakahiaka, Chair.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Aloha kakahiaka to you too as well. And we have from West Maui
Councilmember Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Aloha kakahiaka, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Good morning. And Councilmember Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Good morning.

CHAIR MOLINA: Good morning. And Councilmember Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Aloha kakahiaka, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Good morning. Aloha kakahiaka. Councilmember Hokama will be entering
the room soon. And of course I’m your Chair this morning, Mike Molina. I’m glad to
be here, I know you are as we approach the 4th of July weekend. And from the
Mayor’s Office we have Ms. Gladys Baisa. Thank you for joining us.

MS. BAlSA: In the spirit of the languages, in Portuguese born dia.

CHAIR MOLINA: Born dia. Buenos dias. Thank you. Okay. And we have our hard working
Committee Staff, Ms. Shelly Espeleta.

MS. ESPELETA: Good morning, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Good morning. And Committee Secretary Pauline Martins.

MS. MARTINS: Good morning.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you. And I do believe we have somebody from Corporation Counsel
around, around about near the Chamber so they should be entering the room soon as
well. Members, we have a rather ambitious agenda today; however, the Chair is
confident that we should finish well before 12:00 noon. But before we do that we have
public testimony. Committee Staff, is there anyone signed up for public testimony at
this point? Okay, no one has signed up and it appears that there’s no one in the
gallery that is making a move to come up here and testify so... oh, we do have one
member. Okay, yes, please come on up, Jasee.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: . . . (inaudible)...

CHAIR MOLINA: No problem. You can sign up after you’re done.
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• BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY...

MR. LAU: Aloha, everybody.

CHAIR MOLINA: Aloha.

MR. LAU: Good to see you --

CHAIR MOLINA: Good morning.

MR. LAU: --again.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: . . . (inaudible)...

MR. LAU: Born dia, yes. Benjamin Franklin, any society that would give up a little liberty to
gain a little security will deserve neither and lose both. Thank you for your time.

CHAIR MOLINA: So, Jasee, just for the record can you state your full name for the record?

MR. LAU: Jasee Lau --

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay.

MR. LAU: --from Kula.

CHAIR MOLINA: All right. Thank you, Jasee. All right, seeing no one else approaching the
lectern to testify, if there are no objections, Members, the Chair will close public
testimony for today on all our items. Oh wait a minute, hang on. Before we close, we
gotta go out to Molokai and Lanai and Hana. Okay, first let’s go out to Molokai and,
Ms. Lindo, do we have anyone in Molokai that would like to testify?

MS. LINDO: Good morning, Chair. This is the Molokai District Office and we have no one
here to testify.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, mahalo. Let’s go out to Hana and Ms. Oliveira-Medeiros.

MS. OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS: Good morning, Chair. This is Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros from
Hana and there is no one here to testify.

CHAIR MOLINA: Mahalo. And now let’s go out to Lanai and, Ms. Fernandez, do we have
anyone out in Lanai that would like to testify?

MS. FERNANDEZ: Good morning, Chair. This is Denise Fernandez at the Lanai Office and
there are no testifiers.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, mahalo.

V .. . END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY...

CHAIR MOLINA: All right, now it is the appropriate time for the Chair to ask the Members if
there are no objections, Chair would like to close public testimony for our agenda item
today. Any objections?

COUNCILMEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, so ordered. Thank you, Members.

GET-2(17) NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS. COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS (LIQUOR
V CONTROL COMMISSION) (CC 19-24)

CHAIR MOLINA: All right, let’s get right to it, our Committee item GET-2( 17) which has to do
with. ..which relates to the appointment of Pedro Venenciano to the Liquor Control
Commission for the County of Maui. This... the term that Mr. Venenciano will be filling
should it be approved by the Council is for a term expiring on March 31, 2020, due to
a vacancy from the resignation of Dawn Bicoy Stephenson. And we have
Mr. Venenciano in the gailery. Mr. Venenciano, if you would like to come up to the
front. And while he’s doing that, I’d like to ask Ms. Baisa to give us a brief overview of
Mr. Venenciano.

MS. BAlSA: Thank you very much, Chair, and good morning, Members. I’m very happy here
on behalf of the Mayor to present Mr. Venenciano, affectionately known as Benny, and
he is a lifetime resident of Molokai and is a social worker. He works for the
Department of Health. He has a... he has the education. He graduated from Molokai
High, went to Pacific University and University of Hawaii Manoa and got a social
worker degree. Organizationally he’s involved on Molokai with Little League and he’s
also involved with Kamehameha Schools on Molokai. And he has a big interest in
social, things that social workers get interested in. He cares very much about people.
Apparently he’s very dedicated to everything he does and is very involved in sports on

V Molokai. And I’m going to leave it to him to tell you how he’s involved. It’s very
impressive. I think it’s better that I be quiet and let you guys listen and ask him
questions. So, Chair, thank you for the opportunity.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you very much, Ms. Balsa. Good morning, Mr. Venenciano.

MR. VENENCIANO: Aloha.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Aloha. And please if you will maybe for about a minute or two if you could
just let the Committee know why you would like to be considered for the Liquor
Control Commission.

MR. VENENCIANO: All right. In Ilocano it’s kumusta, so aloha, Council. Basically my
passion, eagerness now that brings me here is basically to stand firm on my decision
and basically allow me to be a part of, I guess a very important aspect for Molokai,
because I truly believe that Molokai do party a lot and have specialness and have
so-called ohana gatherings. But being something like on a board and being a part of
something that can upkeep the standards, whether it’s the right way or ethically the
way, I just want to be that voice that can present, you know, alcholism [sic] issue and
upkeep the laws that present any interested parties moving forward so that public
safety and information is the right message. And I want to be that individual that can
care. I say that from a personal point of view. I have a 16-year-old, my only child,
and basically if I stand firm on whatever action or decision that I’m making then he
has only to believe that if it starts from the home then my message is not purely what I
say but what I do. And part of the reason why I’m here is to share my ohana. . . aloha
and my caring attitude beyond Molokai.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you very much, Mr. Venenciano. And, Members, before I open
the floor for questions, just as an FYI we will not be making a decision on
Mr. Venenciano today because of the deadline. So, decision making for
Mr. Venenciano will be at this Friday’s Council meeting, July 5th~ So, with that said,
Chair would like to ask the area representative to start off first with any questions.
Ms. Rawlins-Femandez?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. Aloha and como estas --

MR. VENENCIANO: Hi, aloha.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: --Benny --

MR. VENENCIANO: Yes.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: --Mr. Venenciano. Mahalo for making your way to
Maui --

MR. VENENCIANO: Yes.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: --to be here in person for us to kukakuka with. So, I
generally ask all applicants of our boards and commissions two things, one, what do
you expect your attendance to be like? And two, have you sat in as a community
member on the commission or board that you’re applying to? To kind of get an
understanding for us, for the Council to get an understanding of your knowledge of
the commission that you’re applying for.
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MR. VENENCIANO: Okay. In regards to that, I just recently got back from Arizona. My son
was a participant in the Team USA team championships, and with that said, I want to
set the platform that my commitment, I guess in the past two-and-a-half years, I’ve
really committed to the care of my parents. My dad who was a ex-County worker who
was diagnosed with COPD and my mom who was a stroke victim, and at the same
time my current position as an employer of the State taking care of people with
disabilities. I’ve come to the point where I just want to refocus how I want to commit
myself and being somebody that can help in a new way. My attendance I think for
what it entails for being on this board is a very new challenge that I’m ready and fully
committed for. I’m kind of contemplating if I still want to do my employment with the
State for 22 years. And I think there’s this new Benny that I think I want to introduce
and be, so with that said I think I can be fully committed. I’ve never been in any
community Council meeting or board but I truly accept this challenge with aloha.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. So, you feel that you would be able to make the
monthly meetings?

MR. VENENCIANO: That’s correct.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: And if there’s a conflict between, you know, the
supporting your son away at baseball and attending the meetings ‘cause...

MR. VENENCIANO: Yeah, that’s no problem. As you know, I have a twin brother. My mom
is with my twin brother on Oahu and he’s been there for.. .my mom’s been there for
almost two weeks. With that said, I’ve been doing a lot of care for the past four years
and if freedom is what I feel right now, I think being responsible from a family point of
view and networking the right way, being on this Commission would be no problem.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo. And then, you know, so you haven’t watched
any of the Liquor Commission meetings you said. What kind of experience.. .what do
you know of the Commission that you can share with us?

MR. VENENCIANO: I would say I’m real raw and I’m willing to be this sponge to absorb.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay, I guess I’m alluding to the recent audit that was
completed last year. Do you have any knowledge of the audit that occurred and the
recommendations that came from it and the challenges that they’re experiencing?

MR. VENENCIANO: No. I haven’t reviewed that information. Personally right now I’m just
focusing on the celebration of life for my dad that’s coming up in three weeks. But
moving forward and what future arrangement I have for myself and for my island, I
feel being here today is very important. So, when that time comes, fli make full
commitment and adjustments to better my decision and my view.
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VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Mr. Venenciano. And mahalo for all you do
for our community. At this time, Chair, Ill yield the floor to my colleagues.

CHAIR MOLINA: All right, thank you very much, Ms. Rawlins-Femandez. And just to follow
up on Ms. Rawlins-Fernandez question regarding the audit, depending, you know,
should this body approve you, please make an effort to look at that audit which was
conducted by the Council last term I believe. Councilmember Sugimura led the
charge on that, and this Commission has been in the news a lot. And I’ll just leave it
at that but I think all of us, fli just say I can speak, maybe speak for all of us that we
want anybody who’s on this Commission to ask the tough questions and don’t be the
proverbial rubberstamp. I mean if you see something that’s not being done
appropriately, say so and be vocal if you can. Of course that’s just my take but
anyway, but please do your best should you be approved. And the Commission meets
once a month, the second Wednesday so please make an effort there. And attendance
is very imperative too because I think the person that you’re succeeding, she did have
some attendance concerns because of her job and whatnot. So, if you can definitely
make room in your schedule for this meeting, it’s highly important. Okay, I will ask
the rest of the Members for questions. Councilmember Sugimura?

COUNCILMEMEER SUGIMURA: Thank you. I appreciate you stepping up to do this because
it’s important work, and I appreciate your commitment for attendance because
quorum is always critical. I like your background and I think I hear you saying that
part of your interest is because of your family, your one son and wanting to be sure
that the message of underage drinking prevention is perpetuated. So, I.. .the Liquor
Department does provide I think $20,000 or so for underage drinking prevention with
Maui Youth and Family Services, I think it’s a nonprofit that is selected. So, I hope
you will continue to support that and... as you --

MR. VENENCIANO: Yes, I can.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: --step forward. And do you have any ideas of underage
drinking prevention or you have any thoughts about that?

MR. VENENCIANO: Well, I think with that said, I have I can say personal development
programs that I want to introduce back home using the supports of wrestling and that
self-disciplined.., and how I myself and my twin brother was fortunate to be student
athletes. I think what’s very encouraging is I think I’m a team player and I can listen
real well I think, and being that of quality I think I can engage in most projects or idea
and fli be willing to entertain that if designated such position.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. Thank you very much, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Thank you very much, Councilmember Sugimura. Members, any
other questions? Member Kama?
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COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Good morning. What do you do for the Department of Health?

MR. VENENCIANO: I’m the only social worker back home. I deal with about 32 cases of
people with handicapping condition. Basically what that entails is people who have IQ
score below 70, the range of disability goes from intellectual disability, autism, spina
bifida, medically fragile. And basically I broker services with the State with matching
reimbursement funding from the Federal government with almost I’d say over
$2 million for Molokai, and I’ve been doing that for 19 years. And prior to that I used
to be the social worker for Department of Human Services as a child investigator.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: So, you’re the I/DD guy on Molokai? So, do you work with Didi?

MR. VENENCIANO: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Okay. Thank you.

MR. VENENCIANO: Yeah, Didi.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you, Member Kama. Members, any other questions? Chair
King, followed by Councilmember Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, Chair. And thank you for being here,
Mr. Venenciano.

MR. VENENCIANO: Aloha.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: I appreciate you coming all the way from Molokai. I have a couple
questions for Ms. Baisa, but I wanted to just put a couple of other related projects or
groups in front of you and see if you’ve heard of them. One is the Vision Zero which is
the group in the County that is concerned with traffic fatalities, and a lot of that is
related to drinking, you know, to drunk driving, and the other one of course is MADD.
But do you see the Liquor Commission as having any interaction with these types of
groups?

MR. VENENCIANO: Sure, yeah. Again, being back home, I know on a personal note finding
the right fit for a person with disability, there needs to be this, I don’t know, this gut
feeling that it will work. Going back to what agency you’ve talked about, I know I
think I know the MADD person that’s responsible back home. And Ill be willing to do
what I had to do, because being a twin it always meant to share and work together.
So, that would be an additional plus if I ever am granted this position to make sure
that child safety and awareness is presented.
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. I just wanted to share that I think it goes beyond just
attending the meetings --

MR. VENENCIANO: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: --there’s probably peripheral things you can do to really effect
that. But I wanted to ask Ms. Balsa about the list of commissioners, because I know
and it was brought up I think the last time about the reason why we asked party
affiliation, it was to.. .because we have to balance them. But this one has all
Democrats except for two non-declared. So, is that a problem to not have both parties
representative of...

CHAIR MOLINA: Good question. Ms. Balsa?

MS. BAlSA: Yes, thank you, Chair. And thank you, Chair King, for your question. It was
raised at the last meeting, and so I did my research and I spoke with Mr. Venenciano
and asked him if what he had put on his application indicated in any way that he was
a card-carrying Democrat or a registered member of the Democratic Party, and he
explained to me and I think he can explain this better than I can, what he was
thinking when he wrote this down was if you notice he didn’t say Democrat, he said
democratic. He is a democratic person, he’s not a Democrat. Like and I understand,
you know, anybody can be a democratic person, but he is not a card-carrying member
of the Democratic Party. So, I wanted him to be here today so that he could explain
and you folks would have the opportunity to deal with that.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay.

MR. VENENCIANO: Thank you, Ms. Balsa. Yeah, basically with that said when the initial
filling out of such form, I.. .my mindset at that point was basically being... that I’ve
listened to people and I’ve done a lot of things that does emphasize being democratic
and of the Democratic Party. But from the point of being committed to it from a card
standpoint, I haven’t done any paperwork to fulfill my declaration. But I think what
really stands in front of that is basically I care, I want to be a good listener, and if
these are some of the associations that I feel is important, I’ll be willing to stand up
and deliver.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. And the, and just to, for the record, the instructions were
to indicate if registered card-carrying, if you’re a registered/card-carrying member so
maybe we could change that to independent or non.

MS. BAlSA: Chair?

CHAIR MOLINA: Ms. Balsa?
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MS. BAlSA: Chair, it’s my understanding that what Mr. Venenciano truly is, is an
independent. So, if there’s any way we can correct the records then I guess this is the
moment.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay. I just wanted to clear that up because that came up
earlier. And then the other thing I wanted to ask you, Ms. Baisa, is does every
commissioner get a copy of the audit, the recent Liquor Commission audit?

MS. BAlSA: I... excuse me. Chair?

CHAIR MOLINA: Ms. Baisa?

MS. BAlSA: My understanding is that they’ll present it when they become part of the
Commission, and they can always ask for it, you know, it’s online.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Right, it’s a public document.

MS. BAlSA: And so, it’s available, but I don’t think that Mr. Venenciano knew much about it
and I’m sure h&1l go home and check it out. He’s a guy that likes to do research.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Well, that’s great. Okay, thank you for that. And I really
appreciate it. I also, you know, have a deep appreciation for seeing new names, Chair,
because, you know, we recycle a lot of the same people and it’s really great to get new
people involved in our boards and commissions. So, thank you for putting yourself
out there.

MR. VENENCIANO: You’re welcome, Ms. Kim [sic].

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you, Chairman King. So, for the record, you stated so on your
application it should read more appropriately as independent. So, you tend to vote for
Democrat candidates; however, you may lean towards voting for people from other
parties as well? So, just --

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair?

CHAIR MOLINA: --so we know, that you’ll --

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yeah.

CHAIR MOLINA: --the ____ should be independent?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: I think it’s.. .yeah, I think it’s not --

CHAIR MOLINA: Chairman King?
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: --appropriate to ask him who he votes for but just the fact that
he’s not a card-carrying means --

CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: --that he’s.. .yeah.

CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah, yeah. . . . (inaudible)...

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Chair?

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, hang on. Just a clarification? Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Can we get an opinion from Corp. Counsel on this?

CHAIR MOLINA: Sure.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Yeah.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, Mr. Kushi?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: And please tell us where in the Charter it says that
and how we can define what Democrat is and what the intent was, because this is
sounding like a stretch right now.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair?

MR. KUSHI: Mr. Chair, it’s in the Charter, basically it’s a statement in the Charter and it’s
been there as long as I can remember.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: I’m sorry, where in the Charter?

MR. KUSHI: Pardon me?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Where in the Charter?

CHAIR MOLINA: I think 13-2.

MR. KUSHI: Section 13-2, Subsection 2, which states not more than a bare majority of
members... of the members of any board or commission shall belong to the same
political party. Now, the Charter was back.. .instituted back in 1967 or ‘68, and this
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was in there at that time. At that time everything was partisan. Subsequently, you
know, this Council is non-partisan. But before time when you go to the election, you
either.. .you take one of two ballots at the primary. Now, you take one ballot but then
you.. .it does state you cannot only vote Democrat or Republican or Green Party,
whatever. But again, the intent back in those days was that not more than a bare
majority. Now, what is a member of a political party? In the application itself it does
state and whatever reason on the application you must.. .if you’re a
registered/card-carrying member, and those days I remember I was a card-carrying
member. You paid dues, a dollar a year or whatever. I’m not sure if they even have
that now. But if you don’t.. .you’re not a registered/card-carrying member then it says
if not, indicate none or independent. So, based on his statements today and,
Mr. Chair, I want to make sure for the record, you can ask the applicant, would he
object to amending his application to put none or independent, because if he still
insists upon putting Democrat or Democratic, any action of the entire Commission
may be suspect. Because if he is a Democrat or belongs to a... Democratic Party then
they have six, and it might affect the entire action of the Commission. So, you know,
it’s a little odd situation. Historically, you know, it was proper at that time but it’s still
in there and you guys may change the Charter to get it out but it’s still there. So,
Mr. Chair, I would have you ask him if he would amend his application.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you, Mr. Kushi. Ms. Rawlins-Fernandez, you have anything
else for Mr. Kushi?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Not at this time, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo.

CHAIR MOLINA: So, Mr. Venenciano, if there are no objections, now question because the
application came from the Administration, is the Council allowed to amend or Council
Services allowed to amend with the permission of the Council the application
Mr. Venenciano’s intentions of changing it from Democrat to either none or
independence. Mr. Kushi, can.. .you have an opinion on that? Can we change it or
can Administration change it? Ms. Balsa?

MS. BAlSA: Thank you very much, Chair. When this was discovered, of course the easiest
solution would have been well, let’s resubmit the application and he’ll say he’s
independent. But we didn’t want to do that without having the discussion here today
so that everybody could understand exactly what the situation is. And I think if you
ask him, I’m sure he’ll state on the record.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. So, could we leave.. .if there’s no objections, Members, we could
leave it to the charge of the Administration to amend it. Now, we do have a meeting on
Friday, to decide Mr. Venenciano’s fate as far as the nomination for his Commission.
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So, again, today is just discussion, then if that’s the case, I would ask Administration
to.. .with of course Mr. Venenciano’s permission to amend the application to indicate
either independent or not applicable. We have.. .I’ll move on from Chair King. We have
Mr. Sinenci waiting for a question, to be followed by Member Lee. Mr. Sinenci?

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thank you, Chair. I just had a simple question about
Mr. Venenciano’s. . . at what capacity did he work at the Legislature with Representative
Arakaki?

MR. VENENCIANO: Thank you, Mr. Sinenci. I worked with, just as a clerk aide and how
wonderful that was. From the Representative’s point of view, I was at Arakaki and my
twin brother was with the Senate side with somebody from the Big Island, but in that
sense it made a whole complete learning lesson of how bills and checks and balances
in the system is like so that was real fun.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Was he a Democrat?

MR. VENENCIANO: I’m not sure. I was there for the experience.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Thanks, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you, Mr. Sinenci. Member Lee?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Mr. Chair, I don’t know why he can’t just cross out whatever he
put and write down independent like right now. That’s his application and it’s not
really the Mayor’s application, it’s his application. So, can we ask Corp. Counsel if he
can just make that change right now?

CHAIR MOLINA: Mr. Kushi?

MR. KUSHI: I’m sorry, what is the question, Member Lee?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: On his application, cross out Democratic and put in independent.

MR. KUSHI: And initial it?

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: And initial it.

MR. KUSHI: Yeah, that would work.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay.
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MR. KUSHI: Mr. Chair, if I may? If it remains Democrat on the application, I will not sign off
on the resolution, because it’s the law, it’s the Charter. Okay, and I didn’t know about
it when I signed the resolution. We only knew about it when we came to this hearing
the last time.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay.

MR. KUSHI: So, I cannot sign off on the resolution. The other question, Mr. Chair, is that
someone should ask him because it’s a State law, does he have any interest, financial
interest, direct or indirect in any liquor establishment or liquor business. That’s the
State law.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: All right, may I finish?

CHAIR MOLINA: Go ahead, Member Lee.,

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: So, do you have any interest in any liquor establishments or liquor
businesses?

MR. VENENCIANO: No, I don’t.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay, great. Secondly, would you be willing to amend your
application, cross out the word “Democratic,” insert the word “independent” and then
initial it?

MR. VENENCIANO: Ms. Lee, I would do that but I think I’m prepared in my folder, I have
something that would allow Corporate [sic] Counsel to accept which states that I’m
independent. So, either way I have.. .willing to work to make documents presenting
who Jam-

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay.

MR. VENENCIANO: --as an applicant to meet the needs of this Commission.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Well, I really believe that it would suffice just to cross out the word,
you know, instead of bringing some... a new document, the document that was
submitted to us, just cross that out and put the word “independent” and initial it.
And then...

MR. VENENCIANO: Hundred percent support.

COUNCILMEMBER LEE: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair, point of information. Chair, point of information.
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CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. Chair King?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yeah, because there is an Independent Party, so basically if you
have no affiliation you would just put none there, because the question is party
affiliation. If you put Independent that means you’re a card carrying member of the
Independent Party.

MR. VENENCIANO: Okay, I am not.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: So, I would just say...

CHAIR MOLINA: Good suggestion. Okay. All right, Members, the Chair is going to terminate
questioning for Mr. Venenciano today. We do have a presentation and I understand
several Members have to leave our meeting a little early for a community meeting, at
noon. So, I want to thank Mr. Venenciano and of course the changes have been
noted. Now, I’m sure... and if you have your document, if you can maybe submit that
to Committee or Mr. Kushi. You had something you wanted submit?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair?

CHAIR MOLINA: So.. .yes, who’s calling? Okay, yes, Committee Vice-Chair
Rawlins-Femandez.

VICE-CHMR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: I’m sorry, I cannot in good conscious support what’s
happening right now. Like he already indicated that he’s a Democrat, and we’re
knowingly going to circumvent what the Charter says by putting in an amended
version that Corp. Counsel can now sign off on. I think that lacks integrity. Mahalo.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you for stating that for the record. Okay, Member Kama, last
question please.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Well, actually it’s for you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: So, at what point do we get to take a look at the Charter to see if
it’s relevant for today in terms of Chapter 13?

CHAIR MOLINA: It’s on Page 55 in your Charter what Mr. Kushi...

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Yeah, at what point do we get to look at it to say it might not be
relevant and have a discussion in this Committee?

CHAIR MOLINA: At this point I’m going to end discussion on it, I’ll ask you to do it on your
own, and we will have a vote this Friday at the Council meeting. And then you can
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state your.. .whatever you came up with in your own research in the Charter as it
relates to Mr. Venenciano, so.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Okay, thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Yeah. Unfortunately, yeah, sorry, Members, because w&re. . . I’m maybe
losing quorum by 11:00 so we do have several items which is why I’m kind of moving
this along. But anyway, decision making will be this Friday. Members, do your
research, look at the Charter. If you have conificting opinions with Corp. Counsel,
that is your right and vote accordingly. All right, thank you very much, Members.

MR. VENENCIANO: Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Members, with no objections, the Chair will defer this matter.

COUNCILMEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.

ACTION: DEFER.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, so ordered.

GET-2(19) NOMINATIONS TO BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS (COUNCIL
ON AGING) (CC 19-24)

CHAIR MOLINA: All right, next on our agenda, we have Committee item GET-2(19) which
relates to the nomination of Mr. Brian Hauser to the Council on Aging, for a term
expiring on March 31, 2021, to fill a vacancy due to the passing of Louise Corpuz. I’d
like to call upon Mr. Hauser to the podium, and in the meantime, fli ask Ms. Baisa to
give us a brief overview.

MS. BAlSA: Thank you very much, Chair. It’s an interesting situation with Mr. Hauser.
When I first started looking for commissioners in January, I was very excited and
wanted to have Mr. Hauser be on the Commission on Persons with Disabilities
because that’s his business. And I discovered that he was out of town and we were on
a very tight timeline so I couldn’t talk to him, and so I couldn’t put him on the
Commission at that time. But he said that if there was anything else where his talents
could be used, he would be interesting.. .interested and the Commission [sic] on Aging
was his second choice. So, when we had the vacancy, I called him again and said, Mr.
Hauser, Mayor is very interested in having you serve on the Council on Aging. Couple
of reasons, first of all he brings the background that would be really, really useful on
the Commission on Persons with Disability... I mean I’m sorry, on the Council on
Aging. Mr. Carroll as you know used to be on the Council on Aging, he was replaced
by Ms. Sugimura, and so we don’t have a person who’s a specialist in disabilities on
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